
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Rotary Club of Hereford Wye Valley at 

7.30pm, April 19th 2021, held online via Zoom meetings. 

Present:  David Newton, John Barnes, Dick Brimacombe, David Evans, Peter Scott, 

Chris Starnes, ADG Elect Andy Inkpen 

Guests: David Nowell, Oswaldo Natale 

Apologies:  Ernie Danby, Geoff Perry, Paul Olver, Jackie Perkins 

Apologies and Welcome 

Welcome to Oswaldo and David Nowell, former members of the club. Also, to Andy 

Inkpen, Assistant DG Elect who will take over from Jacqui in July. 

 

President’s Report 

This time of the year the President normally gives a full account of any meetings and 

any charitable events the Club has undertaken. 

 

My report this year will be a short- very short- ‘state of the nation’ address.  The 

Club has met several times via Zoom. It was good to see some members on the 

screen, but not as good as meeting face to face. The conversations and general 

banter do not work on Zoom. Also, drinking alone could become a habit! 

 

Regarding other events. On the Charitable side the Club has supported Hereford 

City Club by helping some of its initiatives financially. Also, we have helped providing 

laptops for school children, by donations of laptops from some members, and a 

financial donation. The treasurer will detail the financial contributions in his report. 

 

Several members have suffered ill health this year, fortunately not Covid related.  

Chris Starnes had a minor heart scare, thankfully not too serious and Dick 

Brimacombe also had a minor health scare which defeated the medical profession, 

in that they are not sure what caused his ‘apparent’ heart problem. 

 

Geoff Perry is recovering well from his operation to remove a tumour from his leg. 

He is very positive about life and, for someone of his age, a remarkable example to 

us all. 



 

Paul Olver, however, is still being treated for his tumour on the brain. Whilst this is 

extremely debilitating, to say the least, he does appear to be responding to 

treatment – will some unfortunate side effect – notably with his eyes. We all wish him 

well and hope that his condition improves swiftly. 

 

As we all know, Geoff Linton eventually succumbed to his brain tumour and died in 

March.  I had been in contact by phone – and video phone – with Geoff on several 

occasions. He was always almost upbeat and expressed, on many occasions, how 

grateful he was for his full and privileged life.  Much of this was due to the love and 

support of his wife Margaret.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Margaret. I have 

told her to call upon us if we can be of any help to her in the future. At any time. 

 

Not exactly a report on what we have done, but what should happen from now 

onwards. We may soon (hopefully, hopefully, hopefully) return to something like 

normal – or the ‘New Normal’ once Covid has been controlled. We will then meet 

again at the Bell. 

 

Prior to that we aim to meet at Jackie’s on Mon17th May and have the offer of a 

barbeque at Dick and Margaret Makin’s, also possible a meeting at John Barnes and 

certainly here on the hill overlooking the Lugg at Mordiford hosted by myself and 

Barbara. 

 

Finally, my most grateful thanks go to all the officers of the Club (that would be 

nearly all of the Club) especially to Dick Brimacombe, our Treasurer and John 

Barnes, or Secretary, who has done much more for our Club this year than I have.  

Thank you all. 

 

I request that you please accept this report. 

David Newton, President. 

 

Secretary’s Report  

2020-21 Club Officers 

President  David Newton  

SVP   vacant 

JVP    vacant 

Secretary John Barnes  

Treasurer Dick Brimacombe  

Foundation Peter Scott  



International Geoff Linton / John Barnes  

Membership vacant  

Comm/Voc Chris Starnes  

Youth  Dick Makin  

Sports  Chris Starnes  

Auditor of Club Accounts - David Langstaff  

Voting Delegates – David Newton, John Barnes 

 

The Club started the year with 25 registered members as follows; 

Active Club members 12 

Satellite Club members 8 

Honorary members  5 

 

We have sadly lost long time member Geoff Linton. David Nowell has since 

transferred to the Leominster Club as it is closer to where he now lives but wishes to 

retain his connection with our club as an Honorary Member. 

 

The current registered club membership is now 23; 

Active Club members 10 

Satellite Club members 8 

Honorary members  5 

 

It is hoped that former members Oswaldo Natale and Brian Hardy-Bishop will re-join 

the club in July. 

     

Youth 

No report. None of the usual activities such as Festive Farm Santa visits have been 

possible. The club has donated to appeals for food boxes and laptops for local 

school children. 

 

Comm/ Voc 

As referenced in the President’s report the club has made donations via Hereford 

City Club for food boxes. Donations were made personally by members from the 

money saved by not having meals at The Bell. Chris has sourced laptops 4 kids, he 

gave an iPad, Peter Scott gave 2 laptops plus he got his neighbour to donate ai pad 

mini. The club also donated £100. 

A request has been passed on to Chris for a donation to support music studies; 

“I am writing to ask if the Rotary Club of Hereford Wye Valley Charity Trust Fund 

might support me in my musical studies. I will begin my postgraduate studies in 



September 2021. The course is a Master of Performance (MPerf) in Vocal and 

Opera Studies at the Royal College of Music in London.” 

It was agreed that the club would normally support groups rather than individuals 

except for trips abroad. We also have very little I the charity account. President will 

reply to say we are unable to make a donation. 

 

Foundation 

Nothing to report for this year other than voluntary donations from members. The 

treasurer will confirm the amount we can contribute. We will fund raise again in the 

next year.  

. 

International 

The activities of International are mainly focussed on our relationship with Dillenburg 

Rotary Club. With the loss of Geoff this has now been taken o by the Secretary who 

is keeping in touch with Uli Mai. The Covid19 situation has been worsening in 

Germany with a third wave. They do meet regularly via Zoom. All are currently in 

good health. 

Secretary had received an Easter card from Thomas and Nadia Schmell. They plan 

to visit Hereford next year and send greeting to the club. No details on our 

postponed visit to Dillenburg, will keep in touch with Uli.  

 

Sports 

No activities this year. Hope to enter the District boules competition but nothing likely 

to be arranged before June/July if at all. We have a potential team. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Donations made from the Charity Account; 

• 26th November £100 to Blackmarston School Kids Out 

• 1st December £400 to the satellite club RHH for Christmas presents 

for deprived children 

• 1st December £400 to the Hereford City Club for baby boxes for 

deprived mothers 

• 16th February £100 to Computers for Kids 

• To be paid £320 to Rotary Foundation from members’ donations 

This makes a total of £1,370 in donations to charity. On 1 May and 4 June a 

donation of £1,000 was made to the Hereford City Club towards meals for deprived 

children. 

 

The Club Account balance is £2,563.13 

 



The Charity Account balance is £988.18 with the following commitments; 

• £320 to Rotary Foundation. We should discuss donations to Polio 

Plus as no donation was made last year or this year. 

• £250 to Hereford Drama and Music Festival if they hold it 

• £250 to Mock Trials if it takes place 

 

A claim for Gift Aid of £457.25 can be made. Dick asked if the President’s and 

Secretary’s honorarium could be donated in part or full. If so a claim for Gift Aid can 

be added to the total. Secretary has some expenses to be detailed to Dick. 

President confirmed the total of his honorarium can be donated. 

 

Budget for 2021/22 

Full details to be left until the Club Assembly at the end of May. ADG Elect Andy 

suggested that we leave details until after the District Assembly and Forum as it is 

proposed that the District will not be collecting a subscription for the next Rotary 

year. 

Dick is aware of this. RIBI subscription will remain at £57, an increase to £70 was 

vetoed by District Governors. The District Treasurer has suggested that Club 

subscription remains unchanged with £16 going to our Charity account. Club 

subscription proposed to remain at £130 which will leave about £140 for the club 

based on current membership. 

A suggestion was made to make a donation to Polio Plus as we have not made on 

recently and cases have started to re-emerge in some location previously free of the 

disease. To be discussed at Club Assembly. 

Mentioned that Geoff Perry is well. 

 

Elections  

Electing of honorary members. 

President proposed David Nowell as an Honorary Member as he has now joined the 

Leominster Club. Seconded by David Evans, all agreed. 

The existing members were proposed by David Newton, seconded by Chris Starnes 

and accepted. 

 

Electing the six members of council.  

The existing club officers will remain in place for 2021/22 and form the club council. 

 

Appoint a person or persons to examine the club’s annual accounts.  

David Langstaff will audit the club accounts again this year. Proposed Dick 

Brimacombe, seconded David Newtion (plus a bottle of wine), accepted. 



 

Electing representatives and substitutes of the club on district council.  

The club is entitled to two voting members, this will be the club President and 

Secretary as previously appointed. 

 

Elect JVP.  

No Junior (or Senior Vice President) currently in place. 

 

A.O.B. 

Chris questioned whether the Bell Inn would be willing to host our meetings again 

after restrictions end. Secretary to contact them in June. 

Please let Jackie or President know if you will be attending on the 17th to confirm 

numbers for catering.  

 

Andy Inkpen, ADG Elect 

Andy thanks us for inviting him to our meeting and explained that he is very new to 

the District role and has had a lot to learn a lot in a short time. Andy would like to join 

our club our Assembly meeting, an invitation will be sent. Andy can use the District 

Zoom sign-on to give us more than 40 minutes. He can start the meeting and then 

hand over to the Secretary. 

 

Date of next Business meeting 

The date of the next meeting is on 17th May at Jackie’s. 

The Club Assembly is May 24th via Zoom at 7.30pm. A notice will be sent out nearer 

the date. Any items of A.O.B. for the agenda to the Secretary. 

 

 


