
Minutes of the AGM, March 23rd 2018 at The Bell, Tillington 

 

Apologies: Peter Scott, Geoff Linton, Ann and Nina Purcell, David Nowell, Paul 

Olver. 

President’s Report 

My year so far has been interesting with still a couple of speakers left to 

entertain us. 

So far, we have been skittling at The Seven Stars when our Secretary Anne was 

inducted.  Anne then went on to give us a talk about her time living in Norway.  

Gary Waring then gave a talk about his life which was fascinating and then 

came the 5th Monday which was a social get-together in the form of a Cheese 

& Wine at Upper House where we were joined by some members of Ross-on-

Wye Rotary Club.  That took us to August and a 60’s night at Upper House in a 

marquee in the garden in pouring rain. (Our spirits weren’t dampened though). 

Nina gave a talk the following week on her job, very high powered, next a tour 

of Hereford Cathedral followed by supper at De Koffe Pot where new members 

Ann and Nina were inducted.  In September we visited the Shire Hall and 

Courts followed by supper at Gilbeys.  Maurice and Bunty Jones of Philip 

Morris came to speak to us at Upper House about the development of their 

business and also had supper with us. 

October, Ron Shoesmith gave a talk on Hereford pubs which ran over 

somewhat, not to the pleasure of the staff at the Golf Club.  Two Severn 

Wheelers came and told us of their work delivering blood on their motorbikes.  

October gave us another 5th Monday for another social gathering.  This was 

also the month when we changed our meeting venue to The Bell, Tillington. 

Onto November when The Bonfire night was again held at Upper House, 

followed by a Fish & Chip Supper.  This was well attended.  The following week, 

again at Upper House, was Film Night with once again a Fish & Chip Supper. 

Again in November we had an Antiques Night with expert Gary Waring at 

Charlie’s Bar at The Left Bank, with supper.  Some of us found out, I did 

anyway, that I was not as well off as I had hoped. 



In December Russell Price and Kier Rogers spoke to us about the changing face 

of farming.  This month was a slow starter but a very enjoyable day was had 

with The Kids Out visit to Santa’s Grotto.  Thanks must go to Colin and Davina 

for allowing us to use this wonderful facility, and of course to Father Christmas 

who met all the children and handed out presents. That evening we had drinks 

and nibbles at Upper House and that event ended Rotary 2017. 

In the New Year Dr Mark Turnbull gave a very interesting talk on prostate 

problems and this was followed by Christine Starnes who entertained us with 

some of her travel photos.  It was then the turn of Chris Starnes to regale us 

with stories of his life preceding his move to Hereford. Also in February, Inner 

Wheel cooked a delicious meal for all three Rotary Clubs at the Village Hall in 

Withington. 

In March we had a visit from vet Chris Dixon who gave an entertaining talk 

about his life as a vet and later in the month we again visited the Cathedral to 

see the Weeping Window, the poppy installation from The Tower of London.  

This was followed by supper at De Koffe Pot. 

My year is almost over but there are still a couple of speakers coming to join 

us. 

I hope you will agree that meetings have been varied and interesting.  The 

business and council meetings have been equally entertaining, due to me now 

really knowing what comes next and heavily relying on the lovely Anne who 

tries her best to keep me in order, not always successfully as I’m sure you will 

have noticed.  But I have done it, somehow, in my own fashion which I don’t 

think will catch on.   

The Club has gained 3 new members and another one in the pipeline.  I am 

also in the throws of starting a Satellite Club with ex members of Young 

Farmers who at present seem very enthusiastic at the prospect.  I am hoping to 

get this off the ground before the end of my presidency. 

Thank you for the patience you have shown and the support that you have 

given. 

 



Secretary’s Report 

2018-19 President  John Barnes 

  SVP 

  JVP 

  Secretary  Anne Hudson 

  Treasurer  Dick Brimacombe 

  Foundation  Peter Scott 

  International Geoff Linton 

  Membership Nina Purcell 

  Comm Voc  Chris Starnes 

  Youth   Dick Makin 

  Sports  Chris Starnes 

  Auditor of Club Accounts  David Langstaff 

  Voting Delegates   John Barnes, Anne Hudson 

Foundation Report 

  Country Fair    £242.62 

  Members Donations  £ 455.00 

  Total     £ 697.62 

  Polio Plus  

  Sale of Jam Jars   £36.00 

  Profit from Cheese & Wine £110.00 

  Donation    £  2.50 

  Total     £143.50 



Are we going to top up donations.  To be discussed at Council. 

N.B. Could those who still have jam jars please return them full to the brim 

with coins or donate some notes to our Treasurer, please. 

Comm Voc. 

The tin collection at Tesco realised between 800 and 900 items which were 

donated to Open Door, Newton Farm Association and Women’s Refuge.  When 

we repeat this exercise it would be better to start a little earlier and stay 9.30 

until 3.30.  Chris will try to contact Kristal. 

Youth 

We will continue to support the Performing Arts Festival.   

Christmas Kids Out will be extended to two days to accommodate both 

Blackmarston and Barrs Court Schools. 

A BBQ in June at Stocks House will raise money for Youth projects. 

Sports 

As a Club we take part in District Petanque and Quiz and Ernie organises Club 

Golf Day. 

Website  

Would members who have a Facebook account please like our Club page.  If 

anyone has anything of interest about the club, photo’s or whatever, John will 

put them on our page. 

Treasurer 

Dick gave a breakdown of the proposed budget for next year and recommends 

that subs stay the same as this year. 

Meeting closed at 10.05   

 

  


